INTRODUCTION.
Ill the proceedings of the third meeting of the General Malarial Committee held at Madras in November, 1912 , there is given a summary of a paper on "Insect Psychology " by Prof. L. M. Howlett. From his experiments with fruit flies, the stable fly, and mosquitoes he comes to the conclusion that "we must regard insects not as intelligent beings consciously shaping a path through life, but as being in a sort of active hypnotic trance." Also, that "once we discover the stimuli or particular conditions which determine a mosquito's actions we hold the key to the position, since we can then apply our knowledge to the mosquito's undoing." The second statement might have been made as general and inclusive as the first.
One often hears expressed a general proposition to the effect that the problem of the control of any insect is very largely a problem of its behavior. If its habits are known, some means of control are usually not far to seek. Thus in the warfare against the common housefly there are two important lines of attack based on a knowledge of the habits of the adults. In the first place, advantage is taken of their feeding and drinking habits in the use of such things as sour milk, formalin and milk, beer and sugar, the fly poisons, etc., as bait for traps or as poisons.
Secondly, a knowledge of the egg- The larvae were found in that part of the floor kept moist by the mine, while the pupae were found in a ring in the drier soil outside the moist center. Further proof that moisture acts as a stimulus in determining their choice of a place for pupation is given below.
It is well known that they avoid light, and the rapidity with which they disappear from view when exposed to light through the disturbing of their feeding grounds is a familiar sight. The observation mentioned in which larvae were seen crawling out through the screened sides of cages at night, but never during the day, is a case in point. The percentages obtained in these experiments clearly demonstrate the habitual nature of the migration. They also demonstrate the efficiency of the maggot trap which is designed to take advantage of this mode of action. The question immediately arises whether the trap which appears so successful in an experimental way on a small scale can be adapted to the handling of manure in a practical way and on a large scale. Every consideration points to the probability that it can and that it will afford "an additional weapon ol^reat value." However, the final verdict as to the value of the maggot trap must wait upon the solution of certain practical problems. To point out some of these here is to suggest lines for further investigation.
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